Florin Japanese American Citizens League 
Oral History Project 


Oral History Interview 
with 


HIDEO KADOKAWA 


February 20, 1993 
Sacramento, California 


BY Etsy - J Wi 
Florin Japanese American Citizens League 
and Oral History Program 
California State University, Sacramento 
Sacramento, California 


JorPanese omericoanm 
CITIZenNsS LeAGVUEe 


FLORIN CHAPTER ® PO Box  ® SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95829-2634 


PREFACE 


In the summer of 1987, a small group of people from the 
Florin JACL met at Mary and Al Tsukamoto's home to plan a new 
project for the organization. Because of the unique history 
of Florin, we felt that there were special stories that 
needed to be preserved. The town of Florin, California was 
once a thriving farming community with a large Japanese 
American population. The World War II internment of persons 
of Japanese ancestry living on the west coast, devastated the 
town and it never recovered. Today there is no town of 
Florin; it has been merged into the larger county of 
Sacramento. Many Japanese Americans who reside throughout 
the United States, however, have their origins from Florin, 
or have relatives and friends who once had ties to this 
community. The town may no longer exist, but the spirit of 
the community continues to survive in people's hearts and 
memories. 


Several hours have been devoted to interviewing former 
Florin residents. The focus of the interviews was on the 
forced internment and life in the relocation camps, but our 
questions touched on other issues. We asked about their 
immigration to the United States from Japan, pre-war 
experiences, resettlement after the war and personal 
philosophies. We also wanted to record the stories of the 
people left behind. They were friends and neighbors who 
watched in anguish as the trains transported the community 
away. 


We have conducted these interviews with feelings of 
urgency. If we are to come away with lessons from this 
historic tragedy, we must listen to and become acquainted 
with the people who were there. Many of these historians are 
in their 70's, 80's and 90's. We are grateful that they were 
willing to share their experiences and to answer our 
questions with openness and thoughtfulness. 


We owe special thanks to James F. Carlson, former 
Assistant Dean of American River College and to Jackie 
Reinier, former Director of the Oral History Program at 
California State University in Sacramento. Without their 
enthusiasm, encouragement and expertise, we never could have 
produced this collection of oral histories. We also wish to 
acknowledge the project members, volunteers, the Florin JACL 
which contributed financial support, Sumitomo Bank for their 
corporate donation, and the Taisho Young Mens Association 
which contributed some of their assets as they dissolved 
their corporation on December 31, 1991. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY 

Hideo Kadokawa was born to Kazo and Hide Kadokawa February 26, 
1913, Florin, California. His father Kazo Kadokawa was born in 18/7/ 
in Midorii, Hiroshima, Japan and came to America in 1900. His mother, 
Hide [Nitta] Kadokawa was born in 1886 in Yaguchi, Hiroshima, Japan 
and came to America in 1909 as a picture bride. They had two boys 
and two girls. The first born son died in 1910. Shizue Agnes 
[Kadokawa] Yamada, Hideo and Mary [Kadokawa] Ishigaki followed. The 
parents farmed in Florin. When Hideo's father was a child in Japan, 
he was crippled by burns from the kotatsu (a warming fire under the 
table). After ten years of marriage, Hideo's mother died from influenza 
during an epidemic. 

Unable to care for the three young children while farming, Hideo's 
father sent the two girls to his mother in Japan. Soon after Kazo 
went to Japan to get Misuno Kamidoi whom he married and brought back 
to America. There were three children born of this union. After seven 
years of marriage, Hideo's father died of pneumonia in 1926 leaving 
six children. Hideo was thirteen years old and the youngest was seven 
months old. Hideo was forced to leave his schooling in order to help 
and to support the family. Misuno then married Uichi Toye. They had 
two children. 

Hideo met and married Dorothy Nishikawa in 1938. In compliance 


with Executive Order 9066, Hideo and Dorothy entered the Fresno Assembly 
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Center with their two very young daughters. The farm was left under 
the care of the Florin Fruit Growers. From Fresno Assembly Center 
they were sent to Jerome, Arkansas Relocation Center, and later to 
Rohwer, Arkansas Relocation Center. 

When in Jerome Relocation Center they were informed of Dorothy's 
father's death in the Rohwer Center. After the funeral, Dorothy's 
brother, who was in the army, and Hideo were granted a special permit 
to accompany the body to Memphis, Tennessee for cremation. Upon 
arriving, the military Police checked Dorothy's brother who was in 
uniform. He was accused of having a fake identification and a stolen 
uniform in spite of an official permit. 

Hideo and family left camp and returned home to Florin, California 
August, 1945. Soon after their third daughter was born. Hideo tried 
farming then worked for the Sacramento Frozen Food Company and 
subsequently for the Sacramento City Unified School District. 

Hideo is happy to have seen all of his daughters graduate from 
college. He and Dorothy celebrated their fiftieth anniversary in 1988 


and his eightieth birthday in 1993. 
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[Begin Tape 1, Side 2] 
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H KADOKAWA: 


This is February 20, 1993. We are to begin an interview 
with Hideo Kadokawa, a Nisei man who is eighty years 
old. He lives at 7045 - 13th Street, Sacramento. The 
interviewer is Etsu Yui for the Florin JACL Oral History 
Project. We are in his dining room with his wife Dorothy 
Chisato Kadokawa. This tape is Tape 1, Side 2. Would 
you please state your name? 
My name is Hideo Kadokawa, born in Florin, California, 
February 26, 1913, which now is the corner of Stockton 
Boulevard and Gerber Road. The sixty acre parcel was 
owned by three parties, Kuzo Tsukamoto, Shonosuke Kushi, 
and my father Kazo Kadokawa. 
Hideo is spelled H-I-D-E-O, and the last name is Kadokawa 
K-A—D-—O-K-—A-W-A. 

Would you tell me something about your parents, 
what their names were and where they were born? 


My father, Kazo Kadokawa was born in 1877 in Japan. 


My mother, Hide Nitta was born in 1886 in Japan. 
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H KADOKAWA: 


Was that 1886? 

Yes, 1886. 

What part of Japan did they come from? 

They came from a small village called Midorii, Hiroshima, 
Japan. My father immigrated here in 1900 at the age 

of twenty three. My mother came to this strange country 
as a picture bride in 1909, when she was also twenty 
three. 

How did your father come to America and what did he do 
here? 

He embarked on the freighter ship at Yokohama, Japan, 
and arrived in Victoria, Canada. He worked there for 
the railroad company for a few years, and then came to 
Florin to join his sister, Ito [Kadokawa] Tsukamoto. 

He had worked a few years and later the three parties 
(cited above) purchased the sixty acre parcel which was 
divided into twenty acres each. They planted grapes 

and strawberries. In the meantime, my uncle, Joichi 
Nitta, came from Japan to join his sister, Hide Kadokawa. 
After I was born, my family increased, so my father sold 
his share. He purchased thirty acres of bare land in 
south Florin, at the corner of Cottonwood Lane and Elsie 
Avenue. My father was a semi-cripple and couldn't do 


heavy work, but my father and Uncle Nitta worked long 


hours——leveling, cultivating, and getting the grape 
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vineyard ready with a team of horses. Strawberries were 
planted between the grapes for immediate income. My 
Uncle Nitta sacrificed his hope for his own education 

in order to help my family. I owe much to him which 

I shall never forget. 

How many brothers and sisters did you have? 

My oldest brother died as a child in 1910. My older 
sister Agnes Yamada was born in 1911, and my sister Mary 
Ishigaki was born in 1916. After World War I, the 
influenza epidemic hit all pregnant mothers in this area. 
My mother was expecting her fifth child which was 
stillborn. My mother died in January, 1919. She left 
a grieving husband with three young children. I was 
only six years old. I barely remember her. 

How did your father manage after that? 

My father couldn't take care of the young children, so 
he sent the two girls to Japan in care of his mother. 

He left me in the care of Uncle and Aunt Tsukamoto. 

In a few months, he went to Japan to bring back his new 
bride, Misuno Kamidoi. Together, we continued our life. 
Excuse me. Can we spell Misuno Kamidoi? 

M-I-S-U-N-O K-A-M-I-D-0O-I. 


Thank you. Then would you continue with your life 


together with this new bride? 


H KADOKAWA: 
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Within two years, my sisters came back from Japan. 
Through this new marriage, Alice Omachi, Bertha Masaki, 
and Joe Kadokawa were born. After seven years of 
marriage, my father Kazo was stricken with pneumonia 
and died January, 1926, leaving his wife with six 
children. I was only thirteen years old, and the youngest 
child was seventeen months old. I was in a daze, but 
braced myself and finished grade school in June. From 
that day, I was determined to farm, but things were rough. 
My mother married. 
Did she remarry at that time? 
My mother remarried, so with the help of my step-father 
we ran the farm. We had two more additions, Helen Kamidoi 
and Harry Toye. Mother was in and out of the hospital. 
With the depression, we were deep in debt, so finally, 
we had to mortgage my own home farm. During the hard 
rough time, my step-parents purchased a forty acre 
vineyard, which meant I had to work harder to make 
payments. In 1930, my older sister got married and her 
husband helped us financially. 

In 1931, I became a great friend with Paul Hirohata, 
and his home was my second home. We were a twosome, 


and work, we did together. Our marriage drifted us apart. 


Your marriage drifted you and your friend apart? 


H KADOKAWA: 
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H KADOKAWA: 


Yes, but we still get together to reminisce the old 
friendship. My younger sister married and left home 
the following year. I met Dorothy by introduction, and 
got married the same year. I lost my step-mother two 
years later. I was stricken with tragedy, one after 
another, like a daruma——kicked around so many times. 

My life has turned completely around. We celebrated 
our fiftieth anniversary four years ago. This year, 
I will celebrate my eightieth birthday. I do think my 
two sets of parents are guiding us through the teaching 
of Onen Butsu. With my hands together, I thank the Namu 
Amida Butsu. 
What were you doing when you heard that the war was 
declared? 
We were wondering what was going to happen to us. At 
that time we were through harvesting grapes, looking 
forward to Christmas. 
How did the World War affect you? 
When Executive Order 9066 was enforced, the Florin area 
was evacuated on May 29, 1942. We had two young children, 
a year and a half old and (almost) one year old to care 
for. The Florin area was divided into two sections, 


east and west of the railroad track. To be together 


with my step-father's family, we had to move to the east 


Side. It was a hectic move--trying to sell our 
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H KADOKAWA: 


boarding windows, and packing to move to the other side. 
It was the peak of the strawberry season, and we were 
trying to harvest until we left. The five-mile traveling 
limit went into effect, and I couldn't travel to 
Sacramento. Luckily, we were within the five-mile zone 
to buy our food. 

We left our thirty acre farm, home, and all the 
farm equipment with the Florin Growers Association. 
The manager was George Feil. 
Will you spell his name please? 
Feil is F-E-I-L. He took care of the grape vineyard, 
mortgage payments and taxes from the income. 
How did you get to camp? 
We were only allowed to take what we could carry, but 
we worried how we were going to manage carrying our 
daughters and luggage at the same time. We were sent 
to Fresno Assembly Center by train and were transferred 
to a bus to get to the fairgrounds. We couldn't find 
our room. We were thrown in together with the Tsukamotos 
in a small room. We spent the night together. We were 
issued bags to make a mattress out of straw. We stayed 
there under the hot tarpapered roof for five months. 
In October 1942, we were sent to Jerome, Arkansas. On 


the train with shades pulled down, we traveled six days 


and five nights. 


H KADOKAWA: 
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Just after we transferred from Fresno Assembly to Jerome 
Relocation Center, we were informed by telephone of my 
father-in-law's passing away. We were taken on an Army 
truck to neighboring Rohwer Relocation Center thirty 
miles away in the desert area for the funeral. My 
brother-in-law stationed at Fort Sill, Oklahoma, was 
called to his mother's side. At that time, mother 
requested to have her husband cremated. At that time, 
my mother-in-law did not want her husband buried there, 
so my brother-in-law was granted a special permit to 
take the casket to Memphis, Tennessee for cremation. 
After our arrival, the military police approached and 
wanted to check my brother-in-law, who was in uniform, 
for identification. He was accused of having a faked 
identification and stolen uniform, even though we had 
permission to go to the crematorium. That was the most 
scary moment of my whole life. It seemed unfair and 
humiliating. 

I was an unfortunate Nisei in my time, losing both 
parents at a very young age. But with Amidasama's 
strength, I was blessed with loving second parents. 
After finishing my grade school, I gave up my education 


for my younger brothers and sisters. 


How was life in camp? 
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H KADOKAWA: 


We lived in an uninsulated room with a pot-bellied stove 
for heating. There was no running water, and we shared 
the community laundry, bath, and latrine. 

What did you do in camp? 

I worked at the motor pool providing transportation to 
and from work for all the workers. I also delivered 
food supplies to the mess halls. And provided light 
for those who needed light. We also hauled lumber for 
heating purposes. In 1944, the Jerome Relocation Center 
closed, and we transferred to Rohwer Relocation Center. 
How do you spell that? Is that Rohwer Relocation? 
R-O-H-W-E-R., 

Thank you, 

I was encouraged to do outside work, so I left for 
seasonal work to Chicago. During my work, I injured 

my back and needed surgery. 

Where did you have your surgery? 

I had my back operation at Baptist Hospital in Memphis, 
Tennessee. And they really treated me good. 

When did you return from camp to California? 

We came back in August, 1945, in time to start Doreen 
in grade school. Our tenants were harvesting grapes 

so we stayed at my uncle's home until Thanksgiving. 


We had to renovate our home as it was completely ruined. 


It needed a new roof, carpeting and painting. My youngest 


daughter was born in 1946. After farming five years, 
I couldn't make a living, so I decided to work elsewhere, 
and my wife Dorothy continued to farm. I worked fifteen 
years at Sacramento Frozen Food until it was closed and 
it moved to Yuba City. 
Could you tell us a little bit about your family, your 
daughters, and what they did? 

H KADOKAWA: Doreen and Bette graduated from Sacramento State College 


Th 1962. 


Excuse me. Is Bette's name spelled with an "e"? Is 


that B-E-T-T-E? 

H KADOKAWA: Yes, B-E-I-T-E. Joyce, graduated from San Francisco 
State College with a Bachelor's Degree in 1969. It was 
my only hope and ambition to educate them, as I never 
had the opportunity like other friends. 

Doreen married Nobuyuki Yui. They have two children, 
Darren and Jason. Doreen works for the San Francisco 
City and County Health Department. 

Bette married Tadanao Okamoto. They have two 
children, Jonathan and Denise. Bette works at the Sutter 
Memorial Hospital as a Laboratory technician. 

Joyce married Donald Kazama. She works as an 
administrative secretary for the PG&E Lobbyist. 


When did you sell your farm property 


H KADOKAWA: 
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I sold my farm property in late 1962. I sold my property 
because of the new drainage system coming through my 
property. I purchased a home in the Sacramento city 
limits and moved in the Spring of 1963. 

(While working for the Frozen Food Company) I 
commuted to Yuba City until I started working for the 
Sacramento City Unified School District. I retired after 
fifteen years of service in 1978. Dorothy retired after 
twenty six years from a drapery shop. We baby sat our 
grandchildren until they graduated from middle school. 

My parents passed on when I was a very tender age, 
but I am grateful to have lived my full eighty years, 
and to have seen my grandchildren Jonathan, Denise and 
Darren graduate from universities. Jason is now attending 
San Diego State University. 

My life was incredible, facing hardships until I 
was married and was blessed with three daughters and 
their caring husbands. We have four grandchildren. 

They are now adults and we are forever a caring family 
of twelve. We are happily retired. 
Thank you Hideo Kadokawa for sharing your life history. 


This is Side two on Tape one, 


[End Tape 1, Side 2] 


